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Churches commend COAG action on gambling

The NSW Council of Churches has commended progress made by the Council of Australian Governments Select Council on Gambling Reform, and urged bipartisan support for effective reforms aimed at making poker machines safer for all players.
“It is intolerable when valid warnings and criticisms by churches and community groups are summarily dismissed by politicians and industry players with vested interests in the continued growth of poker machine revenue in Australia,” spokesperson for the NSW Council of Churches Reverend Rod Benson said.
“The fair and reasonable reforms outlined in the Productivity Commission’s 2010 report on gambling are being blocked by big business intent on exploiting people who gamble to excess, and by state governments in the pocket of the gambling industry,” Rev Benson said.
For many years, churches and community groups had stood resolutely against the excesses of gambling in the hope of easing or curtailing the damage done to children, families and communities when what was often called “a bit of fun” turned into an uncontrollable addiction.
The advent of poker machines had made calls for gambling reform all the more urgent. Governments and businesses continued to look the other way, or offer band-aid solutions. The most pitiful and destructive pokies addiction of all was the addiction of state governments to poker machine revenue, Rev Benson said.
The NSW Council of Churches called on NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell to show moral leadership on the issue and help NSW families suffering from the effects of gambling addiction.
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