
EM858 Cross Cultural Teaching and Learning  
 

Lecturer: Dr Phill Marshall  
 
Intensive: 13 – 17 July 2000, 9am-5pm daily.  
 
The Following should be read as indicative only. Details may be subject to 
change. 
 
Outcomes:  
 
Drawing on the insights from the Bible, from educationalists and 
education practitioners, and from research in learning styles, this unit 
assists students to teach the Bible in culturally and cognitively appropriate 
ways, whether in multicultural Australia or a cross cultural context 
elsewhere in the world.  
 
At the end of the unit, students should be able to:  
 

1. Summarise the biblical imperatives and examples that speak to our 
understanding of the concepts of teaching and learning.  

 
2. Critically evaluate the relevance to teaching in a cross cultural or 

multicultural context of the research by key educational theorists 
and practitioners.  

 
3. Distinguish within a specific cultural or multicultural group those 

cultural elements, such as cognitive style, expressive art, or context 
orientation, that impact the level of effectiveness of a teaching 
program.  

 
4. Create a culturally appropriate educational structure for the effective 

teaching of biblical and associated material.  
 
Content:  



 
1. Biblical material, including the Israelite family; ritual and expressive art; 

miracles; dreams and visions; prophets; example of Jesus; 
contextualization in Acts; nature of apocalyptic.  

 
2. Review of the contributions relevant to the topic of some theorists, 

including Piaget, Kohlberg, Fowler, LeBar, Knowles and de Bono, and 
some practitioners, including Freire, Kinsler, Patterson, Bowers and 
McKinney.  

 
3. Elements of the concept of learning that manifest cultural variation, 

including cognitive style, context orientation, field dependence, 
thinking processes, formal/non-formal, and visual recognition.  

 
4. Developing a culturally appropriate program, including context 

analysis, needs assessment, outcome clarification and evaluation 
processes.  

 
Bibliography:  
Bowers, P. (ed.) Evangelical Theological Education: An International Agenda 
(ICETE, 1994)  
Campbell, L. & B. Campbell, D Dickinson, Teaching and Learning Through 
Multiple Intelligences 3rd ed. (Allyn & Bacon, 2003)  
De Bono, Edward. De Bono’s Thinking Course, Revised Edition (Barnes & 
Noble, 2005)  
Freire, Paulo, Pedagogy of the Oppressed (Continuum, 2000)  
Gangel, K. & J. C. Wilhoit, The Christian Educator’s Handbook on Adult 
Education (Baker, 1998)  
Gochenour, T. Beyond Experience: An Experiential Approach to Cross Cultural 
Education (Intercultural Press, 1993)  
Knowles, M. S. The Adult Learner 6th ed. (Butterworth-Heinemann, 2005)  
LeBar, L. & J. E. Plueddemann, Education That is Christian (Victor, 1989)  
Lingenfelter, J. E. & S. G. Lingenfelter, Teaching Cross Culturally (Baker, 
2003)  



Pazmino, R. W. God Our Teacher: Theological Basics in Christian Education 
(Baker Academic, 2001)  
Segovia, F. F. & M. A. Tolbert, Teaching the Bible: The Discourses and 
Politices of Biblical Pedagogy (Orbis Books, 1998)  
Wilhoit, J. C. & J. M. Dettoni, Nurture that is Christian: Developmental 
Perspectives on Christian Education (Victor, 1995)  
Wilson, A. L. & E. R. Hayes, Handbook of Adult and Continuing Educat 


